Fed up with energy being wasted? 

Snap it Off!
Media release for students’ unions

18 February 2010

If, like us, you get frustrated with other people wasting energy, now there’s something you can do to stop it.

NUS has launched Snap it Off - a photo gallery of ecological naughtiness. 
The scheme all about lights - especially lights on where it is sunny, places with too many lights and old inefficient light bulbs. The plan is that students send in photos from their campuses, NUS publishes them, and then those in charge of lighting will do something about it!

All you need to do is take a photo from your phone or camera and send it to us. To start the process text NUS to 07725 20 20 20, or submit it via www.nus.org.uk/snapitoff. 
Susan Nash, VP Society and Citizenship at NUS, said ‘We hope students will take photos when they see energy being wasted and send them to us so we can do something about it.’
 ‘It is such a big problem – from lights being left on in lecture theatres to streetlights on in broad daylight, it is time that we all did something to help make a difference and stop the needless waste’. Susan added ‘I’d encourage everyone to save the Snap it Off number in their mobiles!’

Visit www.nus.org.uk/snapitoff for more information.
Ends.
Notes to editor
· Snap It Off is an NUS initiative in partnership with the Department for Business, Innovation and Skills, supported by Student Switch Off and Global Action Plan. 
· It’s free to submit photos via www.nus.org.uk/snapitoff. If you submit via text message, you will need to send us one regular text and one MMS text per photo – all charged at your standard rate. 

· Around 8% of all the electricity used in the UK goes on lighting. The UK spends £2.4 billion a year lighting our homes alone! 
· Based on NUS’s general on-campus experiences, about 1 in 10 lights are on unnecessarily. This includes areas that are over-lit, lit when there is sufficient daylight or lit when there is no one around. 
· NUS wants Snap it Off to be a useful resource for energy managers by identifying where energy is being wasted and by getting students and staff to be part of the solution. 
· Students’ Unions can obtain a Snap it Off embeddable image for their webpages so they can help promote the site to their students – http://snapitoff.nus.org.uk/embed
· A selection of high quality images are available for use with this story.  

· To request images, or for more information, please contact Jamie Agombar, Ethical & Environmental Manager, 01625 413239 or 07738 883451, j.agombar@nus.org.uk. 
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